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What happens to all those forgotten umbrellas?
JHENBENLBVENWIDATEESIEDDM?

Typical abandoned items on trains

When the rainy season starts, you will start
noticing more and more abandoned
umbrellas on the train. If their owners
never come to pick them up, what happens
to them?

According to the Tokyo Metro, umbrellas
are by far the most common of items
passengers forget on the train anytime of
year. During the rainy season, about 1,000
umbrellas are collected a day. Forgotten
umbrellas are first kept at the station where
they are found for 1 to 2 days. After that

they are moved to a ‘lost item’ collection
station and kept for one week. If nobody
claims them during this period, they are
handed over to the police station’s lost
item collection department.
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Returned to the train station

If you are going to pick up your umbrella
after it’s moved to the police station, you
need to have a certificate issued by the train
station. It is a nuisance and almost no one
wants to go through the process just for an
umbrella. After three months, the umbrellas
are once again returned to the train station.
According to the civil code and the Lost
Property Law, unclaimed items forgotten on
trains or in stations become the property of
the railway company.
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Charity sale items or give away items

These umbrellas will be sold at local charities
or they are handed over in bulk to recycling
agents. These agents pass them along to
secondhand shops. Some of these items are
actually expensive brand-names which cost
as much as ¥10,000 or so. Even if they are
used, they sell fairly well in the secondhand
shops if the price is right. Some restaurants
buy bundles of these umbrellas to give away
to their customers who are caught in the rain.
You might find your lost umbrella at of one
of those restaurants some day.
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