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A comparison between drinking alcohol
in Japan and the U.S.A.
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Why do Japanese people start with a
beer?

In foreign countries, most people just order
the alcohol that they want to drink. On the
other hand, when Japanese people drink in
groups, it is usually decided to start with a
beer. Japanese beer is delicious, the price is
cheap, and it is relatively low in alcohol, so
it is suitable as a starting drink. It is common
to order “Saisho-wa-biiru”, (meaning beer as
the starter) along with everyone else.
However, recently, young Japanese people
do not follow this custom. Perhaps more and
more people want to move away from the
idea of 'everyone doing the same thing'.
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On the way home from work

It has long been customary for Japanese
businessmen and women to drink with their
colleagues and bosses for a long time after
work although young Japanese people seem
to not be like that so much.

In the United States, when people drink with
their colleagues on the way home from
work, in most cases they are finished within
an hour or so. They enjoy a quick 'Happy
Hour' until about six o'clock and then
immediately return home.

* colleagues and bosses [EfEw LIS

e customary BIEICIE>TWVS

« on the way home from work @& %
¢in most cases ZLLDEZEEH

e within an hour or so 1EREUAKS VT
eimmediately I<IC




How strict is drinking in the U.S.?

In America, the law strictly prohibits
anyone from drinking under the age of 21.
People who are drunk are treated more
severely than in Japan, and drinking
outdoors is prohibited. If there are empty
cans and bottles of liquor rolling around
the street in the United States, it may be a
sign that the area is a little dangerous. For
entrance to pubs and purchasing alcohol,
presenting their ID is required, you will
never be served without it, although in
Japan, the drinking age is 20 years old, but
often college students under 20 years old
are allowed to drink.
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Considering others' empty glasses
only happens in Japan:

Unlike in Japan, people do not consider the
empty glasses of those around you in the
United States. It would be better not to pour
other people's drinks because people drink
at their own pace and when their glass is
empty, the only person who considers their
next drink is perhaps the bar-staff.
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