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The reason why drastic change hasn’t happened
yet in Japan
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Smoking will be illegal in public places
in Japan by 2020.

Japan is one of the nations that is leading in
scientific technology, but when it comes to
smoking regulations, it's still stuck in the 20th
century.

Many local wards have banned smoking outdoors,
which means that people can smoke indoors in all
public places and restaurants. But from 2019, the
regulations will change and smoking indoors will
basically be banned by 2020.
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Japanese Government as the share holder

The Japanese Government owns one third of Japan
Tobacco (JT) shares and is the country's biggest
cigarette producer and seller. The more JT earns, the
more dividends go to the Ministry of Finance. If
they make smoking regulations too strict, JT's
business results will go down, the tax money from
tobacco will decrease and also the dividends from
JT shares will go down. The tax revenue is an
important source of money for the government and
they would like to maintain it. So, although the
anti-smoking plan is close to international standards,
the Ministry cannot make drastic changes to it.
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Restaurant owners worry about a negative impact

Traditional restaurants owners are concerned
about the loss of business. During lunch time,
customers understand the smoking regulation,
but at night time they would like to smoke while
having a drink. They fear the total indoor ban
would reduce the amount of customers coming
to their restaurant. They are afraid of the
possibility that customers will say 'Let's not go
to that restaurant because we can't smoke there.”
They also feel that since they are in the service
industry and have a long history in their area,
they cannot immediately change. But smoking
will be banned in restaurants too, except really
small individual businesses.
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Price of tobacco in Japan

In Japan, a pack of cigarettes is sold for around
400 yen. Since vending machines require
customers to show ID, many smokers buy
tobacco at convenience stores. Tobacco is still
an important item for convenience stores. The
price of tobacco in Japan is cheap compared to
overseas; except some Asian countries, Eastern
Europe , and some South American countries.
The violation for smoking in a no-smoking
zone is a low fine in Japan, too.
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