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Unexpected pitfalls of rental property in Japan

Apartment for rent with furniture

In Japan, traditionally there have not been many
furnished apartments, but recently the number
has been increasing little by little. These are
convenient for those who do not have time or
who don't want to commit to buying such
products, or even those who just want to reduce
initial costs and live comfortably from the day
they move in.

Problems arise however when furniture and
household appliances are broken. If they are
damaged, the outcome will depend on the
contract, so be sure to check the contract.

Basically, repair costs as well as exchanges for
new products are borne by the landlord as long
as the term "furniture and home electronics are
considered part of the fittings and fixtures", is
mentioned in the contract.

On the contrary, if the contract states that they
are "loan", "free loan" or "not part of the fittings
and fixtures", the repair costs must be borne by
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the tenant. In this case, the landlord will remove
the broken furniture or appliances, but will not
provide new ones.

Also, apartment complexes with furniture and
home appliances are expensive. Depending on
the rent, buying your own furniture for 2 years
may end up being cheaper in some cases.
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Are there any reasons why some rental
properties are cheaper than others?

There is always a reason why an apartment is
being rented for a reasonable price. Common
reasons are as follows:

® Unusual floor plan:
(It may be impossible to put some types of everyday
furniture into a room with an unusual shape)

® Unusual washing machine location meaning
that only a small washing machine can be used

® The house was not renovated after the former
tenant left.

(Landlord did not use a professional cleaning
company and things like the wallpaper have not
been redone.)

® The landlord is strict, and sets various
conditions regarding the living conditions /
lifestyles of the tenants.

® The property is to be demolished

(In the case of a property whose demolition has
been decided, it is possible to lower the rent
drastically for that limited time, not necessarily
an old property, but also in the case of eviction
due to redevelopment etc.)

® There is damage that is unlikely to be repaired
(If the repair expenses for something like an
auto-lock system are expensive, it may be rented
out without being repaired)

® Accident/Incident properties

(A severe problem such as a death occurred in
the property etc. *There will be a notice to that
effect in the advertisement.)
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