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The reason why drastic change was
so difficult

Until very recently, all indoor public places
and restaurants allowed smoking in Japan. But
in 2019, the regulation changed and smoking
indoors is basically banned.

The change of rule was discussed for a long
time, but the Japanese Government owns lots
of Japan Tobacco shares and is the country's
biggest cigarette producer and seller. The more
JT earns, the more the dividends will go to the
government.

If they made the smoking regulation too strict,
JT's business results would go down, the tax
money from tobacco would decrease. The tax
revenue is an important source of revenue for
the government and they would like to
maintain it. So, the Ministry could not make
drastic changes.
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Negative impact on restaurant owners

Also, many traditional restaurant owners are
concerned about the loss of business.

During lunch time, customers may understand
the anti smoking regulation, but at night time
many of them would like to have a drink while
smoking. The restaurant owners fear losing
customers. Since they are in the service
industry and have a long history in their area,

they are against the anti-smoking campaign.

But now, smoking is banned in restaurants too,
except for small individual business.
According to the regulations, only “specific
smoking rooms” with the designated
equipment can allow customers to smoke there.

Anyone who is under 20 years old is not
allowed in that room, even if that person
is staff.

Bars or restaurants with smoking room should
be less than 100m? and less than 50,000,000
yen capital.
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